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Professional Competencies of Arabic-Language and Mathematics Educators’ when
Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities in Regular Classrooms in Light of
Inclusive Education Requirements

Mr. Khaled Hebni Y. Alshehri’, and Dr. Faisal Alashal F. Alhusayni®

Abstract: This study aimed to identify the extent to which general educators of Arabic-Language and Mathematics’
possess Professional Competencies (PC) (a) Cognitive, (b) Evaluative, (c) Planning, (d) Implementing, (e) Technology
Competencies (TC), when teaching students with Learning Disabilities alongside their peers in General Classrooms at
elementary schools in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. This descriptive survey study utilized the questionnaire for data collection, and
included male/female educators (n = 229). The results revealed an overall low level of PC across all domains, with some
variation. Cognitive Competencies ranked highest, followed by Planning, then Evaluative, followed by Implementing, and
finally TC. The results showed statistically significant differences in PC level by gender, in favor of females educators, and
by academic major, in favor of mathematics educators. Further, significant differences were found in Implementing,
Evaluative, and TC based on years of experience, favoring educators with more experience. significant differences were also
found in Evaluative, Planning, and Implementing Competencies based on number of Professional Development (PD),
favoring educators who had attended more PDs. The study recommended a reconsideration of Pre-service teacher preparation
programs, with an emphasis on developing modern PC aligned with 21% century educational demands. It also called for the
provision of ongoing In-service PD programs for current practicing educators, with the goal of improving instructional
practices and effectively implementing inclusive education strategies that align with the latest global educational trends.

Keywords: Educators’ Professional Competencies, Learning Disability, 21* Century Teachers, Pre-Service Preparation,
In-Service Preparation, Inclusive Education.
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