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Implementation of the Secondary Education Pathways System for Students with Learning
Disabilities from the Perspective of General Education and Special Education Teachers

Maha Abdullah Al Sulaiman®

Abstract: The present study aimed to search the current implementation of the Secondary Education Pathways System
for students with learning disabilities in the Riyadh region of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and to examine the extent to
which the system addresses their educational needs from the perspectives of general education and special education
teachers. The study focused on three main dimensions: the system’s role in supporting academic performance, preparing
students for the labor market, and the enablers for effective implementation of the system for this student population. The
study sample consisted of 429 teachers from Riyadh, including 257 general education teachers and 172 special education
teachers who responded to the survey instrument. A descriptive survey method was employed to assess the three dimensions.
Findings indicated a moderate level of agreement that the Pathways System supports the academic performance of students
with learning disabilities by offering diverse learning methods and fostering critical thinking, problem-solving, and
metacognitive skills. However, there remains a need to improve curriculum adaptation to better reflect students' individual
needs and enhance their global competitiveness. The system was also perceived to moderately contribute to preparing
students with learning disabilities for the labor market, highlighting the necessity of strengthening professional partnerships
with relevant sectors and providing hands-on training opportunities and impactful capstone projects. The study emphasized
the importance of equipping teachers with specialized training programs to enhance their competencies in implementing the
Pathways System and called for greater collaboration between general and special education to ensure comprehensive
support for students with learning disabilities.

Keywords: Students with learning disabilities, general education teachers, special education teachers, Secondary
Education Tracks System, high school education, Saudi Arabia.
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